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Response to Amendment 
Examiner acknowledges receipt of Applicant's Arguments/Remarks dated 01/20/2008. 
Claims 1-12 are pending. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
si^iii in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chou et al 
(US 7,043,569) in view of Moon et al (US 7,000,052). 

Chou discloses method and apparatus for configuring an interconnect device comprising 
the following features: 

Regarding claim 1, Chou discloses an adaptive interconnect (see Fig. 2 and col. 1 lines 40 
- 45, switch 200) for providing an interface between multiple modules and a control system 
comprising: a) a control system interface (see Fig. 3 A, processor subsystem interface 304); b) a 
plurality of module interfaces (see Fig. 2, PORTS 1 - 9); and c) adaptive interconnect logic (see 
Fig. 2, management port 208) associated with the control system interface and the plurality of 
module interfaces (see Fig. 2 and Fig. 3A, management port is coupled to ports 1-9 and 
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processor subsystem interface 304) and adapted to: i) negotiate with a module over a control path 
(see col. 3 lines 25 - 47, competing requests for switch resources) via one of the plurality of 
module interfaces to identify an interface personality for the module (see col. 6 lines 64 - 67, 
identifying a storage device storing the configuration data and sending a request for the 
configuration data); ii) load the interface personality based on negotiations with the module (see 
col. 3 lines 32 - 37, loading the configuration data); and iii) apply the interface personality to the 
one of the plurality of module interfaces (see col. 4 lines 42 - 46 and col. 6 lines 20 - 28, 
providing the configuration data to various components of switch 200). 

Regarding claims 2 and 8, Chou discloses wherein different interface personalities can be 
implemented simuhaneously among the plurality of module interfaces (see col. 4 lines 20 - 25 
lines 42 - 46 and col. 6 lines 20 - 28, providing the configuration data to units of the switch). 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, Chou discloses wherein the adaptive interconnect logic is 
further adapted to renegotiate with the module over the control path if initial negotiations fail 
(see col. 4 lines 43 - 50, reloading the configiu*ation information when resetting the interconnect 
device). 

Regarding claims 4 and 10, Chou discloses wherein if the renegotiation fails, the adaptive 
interconnect logic is further adapted to send a notification of failure (see col. 3 lines 55 - 67, 
verify whether the POST has passed or failed). 

Regarding claims 5 and 11, Chou discloses wherein the adaptive interconnect logic (see 
Fig. 2, management port 208) is fiirther adapted to: a) receive a stimulus indicative of a change 
in personality for the module (see col. 5 lines 49 - 62, receiving an indicator); b) renegotiate with 
the module over the control path via one of the plurality of module interfaces to identify a new 
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interface personality for the module (see col. 4 lines 43 - 50, reloading the configuration 
information when resetting the interconnect device); c) load the new interface personality based 
on the renegotiations with the module (see col. 4 lines 40 - 42, loading configuration 
information); and d) apply the new interface personality to the one of the plurality of module 
interfaces (see col. 4 lines 42 - 46 and col. 6 lines 20 - 28, providing the configuration data to 
units of the switch). 

Regarding claim 7, Chou discloses a method for providing an interface between multiple 
modules and a control system comprising: a) negotiating with a module over a control path (see 
col. 3 lines 25 - 47, competing requests for switch resources) via one of a plurality of module 
interfaces to identify an interface personality for the module (see col. 6 lines 64 - 67, identifying 
a storage device storing the configuration data and sending a request for the configuration data); 
b) loading the interface personality based on negotiations with the module (see col. 3 lines 32 - 
37, loading the configuration data); and c) applying the interface personality to the one of the 
plurality of module interfaces (see col. 4 lines 42 - 46 and col. 6 lines 20 - 28, providing the 
configuration data to various components of switch 200). 

Chou discloses the claimed limitations as stated above. Chou does not specifically 
disclose the following features: regarding claims 1 and 7, selecting the interface personality; 
regarding claims 5 and 11, selecting the new interface personality; regarding claims 6 and 12, 
wherein negotiating, selecting and applying the interface personality are dynamic and occur 
automatically upon plugging the module into the one of the plurality of module interfaces. 

Moon discloses system and method for configuring and deploying I/O cards in a 
communications environment comprising the following features: 
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Regarding claims 1 and 7, Moon discloses selecting the interface personality (see col. 1 
lines 50 - 55, a selected configuration parameter). 

Regarding claims 5 and 11, Moon discloses selecting the new interface personality (see 
abstract and col. 1 lines 50 - 55, selected configuration). 

Regarding claims 6 and 12, Moon discloses wherein negotiating, selecting and applying 
the interface personality are dynamic and occur automatically upon plugging the module into the 
one of the plurality of module interfaces (see col. 6 lines 1-16, automatically configured 
resources and 'plug and play'). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the invention of Chou, and use the features, as taught by Moon, thus providing 
for an efficient configuration and deployment technique, as discussed by Moon (see col. 1 lines 
35 - 45). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Anh Ngoc Nguyen whose telephone number is (57 1 ) 270-5 139. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, fi-om 7AM to 3PM (alternate first Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kwang Yao can be reached on 5712723182. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Anh Ngoc Nguyen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2616 

04/09/2008 



/Kwang B. Yao/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2616 



